EnCity Bi-Weekly Update

July 24th, 2017

Hello and welcome to the EnCity - WSU Solar Decathlon bi-weekly newsletter! In this edition, and
moving forward, we will continue to introduce our top sponsors of the project, sharing a bit about
them and why they decided to become involved with our team. Thank you all and without further
delay, lets jump into the progress.
This week’s featured team member is Suwilanji
Silozi. Suwilanji is a mechanical engineering
student and a member of our construction
team. He joined the team because of his
passion for sustainable design with the intent
of using his knowledge to better his home
county of Zambia and their emerging clean
energy markets. Suwilanji is the CEO and
founder of Silozi Solar Firm, a start-up company
that he’s been working on to help develop
Zambian clean energy interest. In his free time,
Suwilanji is an avid reader and enjoys taking
care of his body by eating right and staying
active.
The game is a foot as we close in on the last
few months before the competition. So far, we now have a foundation built, the decking is being
put on the modules, our plumbing materials have been arriving, tile has arrived, and the geofoam
is here.
On July 15th, with the help of some great
volunteers from Hoffman Construction, our
team put together the level foundation for the
temporary build site. The next step is to put
the geofoam, provided courtesy of Insulfoam,
on the foundation, and from there floors and
walls will go up.
With a build site established, the team has
had a lot more space to work with. The
planter boxes and decking have now been cut and laid out for assembly. Soon we will have
complete decking modules that will go on with the flooring.
Concrete tiles continue to be poured at the site, but we also received the tiles that will be used in

the bathroom and kitchens thanks to the support of Statements Tile & Stone. Many of our
appliances and plumbing has arrived thanks to Ferguson and McKinstry, as well as our heat
pump water heater discounted by Sanden. We can’t wait to start integrating them into our
systems
We just had a very successful community
engagement event with the Cougar Kids Camp
through the University Recreation Center. At this
event, we worked with 110 kids and talked to them
about sustainability, solar power, and recycling. We
made solar ovens from pizza boxes, had a recycling
relay race, and made birdfeeders out of recycled
bottles. Very soon we will add an education page to
our website with these activities and more for parents
and teachers to use with their kids.
Currently on the website, we launched our photo
gallery which features the different stages of
construction as well as our community outreach
events. This will continue to be updated as we move forward, so feel free to keep checking back
to it.
On that note, I would like to lead into our next featured sponsors for the newsletter. All sponsor
write ups can be found on our website’s blog.
Check out Goldfinch Brothers! This great sponsor has helped covered much of the costs to get
Schüco windows for EnCity. Schüco is just one of Goldfinch’s partners that have a strong
emphasis on sustainability and makes some of the best-insulated windows on the market.
Goldfinch Brothers was originally founded in 1892 as a glass and paint company by tradesman
Henry B. Goldfinch after seeing a great need for his services in the Everett area. With his sister's
encouragement and his brother’s partnership, Goldfinch Brothers was founded. Since then they
have had over 125 years of serving the Puget Sound with a tradition of prompt, professional, and
courteous service.
Though Goldfinch stopped doing paint long ago, their window, door, and glass work can be seen
across the Puget Sound area. Several of their projects are quite well known such as:
The Bullitt Center: This building boasts the
position of the greenest commercial building in
the world.
Fisher Plaza (Komo Plaza): A prominent
landmark of the Seattle area featured in
television shows and home to several local TV
news outlets.
UW Medical Montlake Tower: An expansion to
the UW Medical Center that surpasses Seattle’s
guidelines for energy efficiency by 30%

400 Dexter Complex: A 12-story biotechnology
building located in the South Lake Union that aims
to be LEED AP Gold, a prominent ranking or green
building.
9th and Thomas: A 12 story retail and office space
complex that acts as a legacy project with the
Redman’s family goal to build both an office space
and community gathering spot.
They now have two facilities out of Everett, one to serve
commercial needs and the other to focus on residential
clients. From these facilities, they assemble and install
storefronts, curtain walls, windows, doors, skylights,
unitized curtain walls and even has dedicated staff to work
through custom orders. Goldfinch prides itself on bringing
many major brands together to serve the Puget Sound area
such as Schüco, Vitro Glass, Vitrum Glass, and Hoglands
Transfer Company to name a few particularly involved with
the EnCity project. These great brands are often chosen
because they have better processes to increase efficiency
and safety for workers and customers, a very important
part of Goldfinch's innovation goals.
Goldfinch’s relationship with the WSU Solar Decathlon team began with Jenae Goldfinch, part of
the sixth generation to work in the business and 2009 graduate from WSU.
“I had heard about the first time the school competed in the Solar Decathlon when I was at WSU
for construction management,” she said, “It seemed like a great competition and I love the
cougs.”
When Jenae Goldfinch heard WSU was competing in the competition again and saw a way to be
involved, she jumped right in. We are extremely grateful for the support that has been given and
look forward to representing your products at Denver. Thank you!

The next sponsor that we would like you to meet is
Simpson Strong-Tie. This amazing sponsor has provided
all the connectors and fasteners for the EnCity team as
well as their expertise and mentorship. They, literally,
hold EnCity together.
Founded in 1956, Simpson Strong-Tie began when a
neighbor asked Barclay Simpson to make a product to
connect the ends of 2x4s for a roof. Simpson set to work
to help his neighbor and triggered over 60 years of
customer service driven business. Today the company is
a leading manufacturer of structural wood connectors
and fasteners, concrete anchoring and repair products,
and engineered building components designed to resist
wind and earthquake forces for commercial and residential projects. They have offices, factories,
and warehouses that are in 18 different countries and service North America, Mexico, Europe,
China, and Australia.
Much of Simpson’s success
stems from their belief in
doing what is right for their
employees, customers, and
community. They strive to
help customers solve
everyday problems and are
committed to exceeding
expectations and bringing
added value to all projects
with their promise of high
quality performance. All this
has given them a reputation of reliability, innovation, quality, and service making them a world
leader in structured product solutions.
Part of what makes Simpson so great is their commitment to community, sustainability, and
charitable giving.
Even though they are a global company, all their facilities are encouraged to have their own
culture and interactions within the community that they serve. This takes the form of many
employees being active members in the community as volunteers or advisors in projects and
goals that are close to the community’s heart.

Their sustainability practices aim
to make sure that as little
material as possible is wasted in
the creation of their products. In
2014 alone, they recycled 22.8
million lbs. of post-production
steel. On top of that, each facility
is encouraged to find ways to
operate more efficiently and
sustainably resulting in some
facilities adopting solar power
and other ways to meet these
goals.
As far as charitable giving efforts go, since 2007 Simpson has donated more than $3 million in
cash and products to multiple projects. The company is committed to an active partnership with
Habitat for Humanity which has resulted in $2 million of contributions as well as hundreds of
volunteer hours annually. On top of that, they offer 68 $2000 scholarships for undergraduates in
architecture, structural engineering, and construction management.
The EnCity Solar Decathlon team is
another example of their generosity. Their
support has unlocked many design
opportunities that we may not have
explored otherwise. Not to mention the
sheer quantity of materials that they have
donated.
When asked about why Simpson got
involved, the outreach coordinator out of
Kent, WA, Jim Mattison, had this to say,
“Our responsibility is to give back to the
community. We like to do that through academia and the Decathlon provides great hands on work
that lets all disciplines take advantage of what they learn in the classroom and actualize it.”
Thank you so much for your support Simpson Strong-Tie. We can’t wait to present your product
at Denver.
If you or your business would like to connect with EnCity through social media, we are on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. You can also visit our website for more information on the
project and check out our blog and photo gallery!
Thank you to all of you for your continued support
Sincerely,

